SUMMARY An improvement in the identification of pulmonary tuberculosis among residents of common lodging houses has proved possible through the close co-operation of the doctor providing primary medical care, the mass miniature radiography services, and the wardens of the hostel where the proposed visit is to take place.
personality disorders, and socially isolated, with a high incidence of chronic alcoholism.8-"
The homeless form a particularly morbid subgroup29 12 13 Half of the habituees of common lodging houses in Edinburgh12 had some form of chronic disease. Moreover, this population represents a reservoir of infection, particularly of tuberculosis, such that it could be considered a health risk to the whole community. Referrals to the chest clinics were eight times higher13 than the normal population, and 10% suffered from tuberculosis.
In Glasgow tuberculosis was found to be the fourth most common cause of death among the lodgers in the common lodging house, and the average length of survival after diagnosis was three years.14 One report15 suggests that the streets in the immediate vicinity of a large common lodging house have a high incidence of tuberculosis.
The Totl   1975  55  98  93  246  136  34  55  225  1976  24  117  73  214  111  73  50  234  1977  103  103  181  387  104  26  84  214   1978   52  79  60  191  85  18  146  249  1979  198  190  294  682  84 
